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SAN PEDRO Y SAN PABLO 
A  toda la tierra llega su sonido y su mensaje hasta el fin del mundo. Salmo 19 (18):5 

Jesús se aleja hacia los altos 
confines de Galilea, hasta Cesa-
rea de Filipo, y alli pasa un reti-
ro tranquilo con los doce após-
toles, pues se trata de impartir-
les la lección quizás mas impor-
tante de su vida. Todo el pue-
blo judío estaba que ardía co-
ntra la dominación romana. Y 
todos suspiraban, naturalmen-
te, por un libertador. Jesús, que 
realizaba prodigios enormes, no 
se metía para nada en política, 
respetaba a las autoridades, y 
en modo alguno hablaba de 
armas ni de guerras. Sin embar-
go, eran muchos los que tenían 
fijos en El los ojos para ver si los 
libraba del yugo opresor. Des-
pués de la multiplicación de los 
panes, tuvo que escaparse Je-
sús de entre la turba porque lo 
querían proclamar rey. Y todos 
seguían preguntándose: 
¿Quién es Jesús? Los discípulos 
no eran una excepción en estas 
sospechas. Pero Jesús no mani-
festaba abiertamente su condi-
ción ni sus intenciones. Así las 
cosas, ahora que esta solo con 
los doce discípulos, les pregun-
ta en la intimidad y con una 
sonrisa cariñosa, cargada con 
un poquito de malicia: ¿Quién 
dice la gente que soy yo? Se 
anima la discusión. Todos tie-
nen sus sospechas, pero no se 
atreven a expresarlas con clari-
dad. Hay quienes dicen que 
eres Juan el Bautista, que ha 
resucitado, otros creen que eres 
Elías, que vuelve a la tierra des-
pués de tantos siglos,  para al-
gunos, como te ven tan bueno 
y amante del pueblo, eres Jere-
mías en persona.  

La mayoría aseguran que 
res uno de los antiguos pro-
fetas, aunque no dicen 
quien. Jesús sonríe. Disfruta 
de vera con estos doce 
apóstoles que le siguen 
siempre sin hacer caso de la 
vida tan dura que a veces 
llevan y que quieren tanto a 
su Maestro. Por fin, les suel-
ta la pregunta mas compro-
metedora: Y vosotros, 
¿Quién decís que soy yo? Se 
impone el silencio. Nadie se 
atreve a expresar su opinión 
personal. Pedro discurre 
mas que nadie, sin darse 
cuenta de la luz superior 
que le invade. Hasta que 
responde con decisión: Tú 
eres el Cristo, el Hijo del 
Dios viviente. El momento 
es solemne. Jesús mismo se 
emociona al sentir en el dis-
cípulo la acción de Dios, y le 
contesta: !Dichoso tú Si-
món! No ha sido ninguno 
de carne y hueso quien te 
ha dictado estas palabras, 
sino que te las ha revelado 
mi Padre celestial. Y yo te 
digo que tú eres Roca, y so-
bre esta Roca yo edificare 
mi Iglesia. Roca tan firme 
que todos los poderes del 
infierno no podrán contra 
ella. Y yo pondré en tus ma-
nos las llaves del Reino de 
los cielos, de modo que to-
do lo que ates o desates en 
la tierra se dará por bien 
hecho en el cielo. 
 

Jesús instituye su Iglesia sobre 
Pedro, al que después de resu-
citar conferirá todo el poder 
que ahora le promete, y lo hará 
de modo que la Iglesia su Igle-
sia, será reconocida y distingui-
da de cualquier otra institución 
porque se hará visible en Pedro 
y sus sucesores. Jesús asegura 
que su Iglesia será indefectible, 
pues todos sus enemigos jamás 
podrán acabar con ella.  
 

ORACION 
 
Queremos anunciarte, Señor,  
ser tus testigos y darte a cono-
cer. 
En Ti hemos hallado la razón 
de nuestra vida. 
Tu eres el Dios bondadoso que 
se ha acercado y nos ha llama-
do por nuestro nombre para 
darnos una vocación y una mi-
sión. 
Creemos en Ti, Jesús, y quere-
mos vivir llevando tu mensaje a 
donde nos envíes. 
Danos la valentía de Pedro y de 
Pablo, Señor, para anunciarte 
en todas partes con alegría, en-
tusiasmo y coraje evangélico. 
Que así sea 
 
Marcelo A. Murúa 
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In a Peanuts cartoon Lucy de-
manded that Linus change TV 
channels, threatening him with 
her fist if he didn’t. “What makes 
you thing you can walk right in 
here and take over? Asks Linus. 
“These five fingers,” says Lucy. 
“individually they’re nothing but 
when I curl them together like 
this into a single unit, they form a 
weapon that is terrible to be-
hold.” “Which channel do you 
want?” asks Linus. Turning away, 
he looks at his fingers and says, 
“Why can’t you guys get organ-
ized like that?” 
 

Unity is strength. That is the main 
thought on our minds as we 
come together today to give God 
thanks for the two great apostles, 
Peter and Paul. In their lifetime 
Peter and Paul did not work so 
closely together. Peter was called 
directly by Jesus and given “they 
keys of the kingdom” (Matthew 
16:16-18). He is portrayed in 
icons carrying the keys. Paul, on 
the other hand, probably never 
met Jesus face to face. Once a 
persecutor of the church, his con-
version came about through a 
vision on the road to Damascus. 
His inspiration and his style of 
presenting the gospel came from 
visions and charismatic experi-
ences. He is portrayed in icons 
carrying either a sword or a book. 
Peter and Paul were so different 
that Peter was surnamed the 
Apostle of the Jews and Paul the 
Apostle of the Gentiles. Paul once 
had a public disagreement with 
Peter on whether Jewish Chris-
tians could eat together with 
Gentile Christians. (Galatians 2). 
 

If Peter and Paul did not agree in 
life, they did agree in death. Both 
suffered the same kind of death, 
martyrdom, in the same city, 
Rome, at about the same time, 
64-67 A.D. The early church rec-
ognized Peter and Paul as the 
two pillars of the church  

of  Christ. This is depicted in an an-
cient icon with Peter on the right 
and Paul on the left, each extend-
ing a hand with which they bear 
up the church. By placing two of 
them together in one icon, united 
in lifting up the church, the church 
is sending a message to all her chil-
dren that  they all likewise should 
be united, in spite of individual and 
local  
 

Differences, in building up the one 
church of God. In the early church 
there was a tendency to splinter 
into various factions, each faction 
claiming to follow the leadership of 
one of the chief apostles or mission-
aries. This was one of the reason 
why Paul wrote the first letter to 
the Corinthians. The Corinthians 
were breaking up into followers of 
Paul, followers of Peter, and follow-
ers of Apollos. Paul reminds them 
strongly that these human leaders 
are all equally servants of the one 
Christ. Christ, therefore, should be 
their focus and not the human 
leaders. 
 

SO LET NO ONE BOAST ABOUT 
HUMAN LEADERS. FOR ALL 
THINGS ARE YOURS, WHETHER 
PAUL OR APOLLOS OR CEPHAS OR 
THE WORLD OR LIFE OR DEATH 
OR THE PRESENT OR THE FUTURE, 
ALL BELONG TO YOU, AND YOU 
BELONG TO CHRIST, AND CHRIST 
BELONGS TO GOD (1 Corinthians 
3:21-23) 

If division among believers was a 
problem in the days of Paul, it is 
even more so today. Like the 
Christians of Corinth, Christians 
today are divided, variously rec-
ognizing the absolute authority 
of John Calvin, John Wesley or 
John Paul. We are like the weak 
fingers of Linus that cannot em-
brace one another and unite into 
a formidable punch. Disunity of 
Christians is a scandal that weak-
ens the Christian witness to the 
world. How can Christian 
churches preach love and unity, 
forgiveness and reconciliation to 
the world when they themselves 
are living in disunity, unable to 
forgive and reconcile them-
selves? 
 

Even within the walls of the same 
church, there  visible cracks of 
disunity. Today, the faithful are 
quick to label themselves either 
as conservatives or liberals. Con-
servatives, who often identify 
with the institutional authority of 
Peter, wage war against liberals; 
and liberals, who identify with 
the charismatic vision of Paul, 
wage war against conservatives. 
By combining the feasts of the 
apostles Peter and Paul, the 
church is inviting all her children 
to look beyond the conservative-
liberal divide and discover a 
deeper level of unity in Christ. 
The church of Christ needs the 
rock of Peter’s institutional 
 

Leadership as well as the vitality 
of Paul’s charismatic vision. Chris-
tian unity, like the unity of Peter 
and Paul, is not a unity in uni-
formity but a unity in diversity. 
Today the church reminds us 
that, even though as individuals 
and local communities some will 
prefer the style of Peter and oth-
ers that of Paul, we should not let 
that divide us since we are all, 
first and foremost, followers of 
the one Lord Jesus Christ and 
children of one Father, GOD. 

ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL 
Through all the earth their voice resounds, and to the ends of the world, their message. Psalm 19:5 




